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Arts & Culture Program 

Chairperson- Phyllis Weaver 
1st PLACE:  Munster Junior Woman’s Club 

 This group of talented women used their artistic skills to provide useful and meaningful projects and 
goods to bring smiles and help to their entire community. Four projects, with 555 hours, and $1550 of in kind 
materials were reported by the Munster Woman’s Club. The forty ladies along with the NWI Masks Facebook 
group were able to make and donate over 1000 masks to essential workers and first responders in the Munster 
area. Many community members donated materials and pre-cutting. This project alone accounts for over 300 
hours of work. The ladies spent 45 hours and $60 towards buying lunch bags that were decorated, colored 
(help provided by some school children), and delivered to “Meals on Wheels.” The club also helped deliver the 
meals in the decorated bags to Meal onWheels participants. Over 800 greeting cards were made at home 
during the pandemic shut down, and then delivered to a website program called Phil’s Friends. The final 
project reported was a specially decorated tree at the Center for Performing Arts. The tree entitled, “Santa’s 
Back to Basics” was decorated with socks, t-shirts, pajamas, underwear, and school supplies. These items 
were then donated to the Alternative House- Crisis Center in Gary, In. 

1st PLACE:  GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman’s Club 

 The GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman’s Club reported five projects, spending 215 hours and $1350 of in kind 
donations. Members volunteer at the local library, helping with elementary Art contests, donating items for the 
library fundraiser, and assisting during book sales. Members handcrafted over 300 greeting cards throughout 
the year which were given to Veterans through the Meal on Wheels program. Eighty-five hours were spent 
making and delivering wreaths to residents of the Veterans Home. At the beginning of the pandemic, members 
of the club made over 60 masks to donate to nurses, teachers, and others in need of PPE. The Boys and Girls 
Club benefited by the Clubs collecting art supplies which equaled $300. 

 

2nd PLACE:   Eggleston Club 

 Eggleston CLub apparently takes pride in helping keep Arts and Culture venues viable in their 
community. 156 hours and $200 were reported by members working at the Community Arts Center although 
the center was closed much of the year. A Switzerland County Tourism board member spent 24 hours in 
meetings. Members of the Switzerland County Historical Society were able to work on projects in small groups, 
although the museum and programs were closed most of the year to the public; 105 hours were spent by the 
club members. Other cultural activities did happen through the Vevay Main Street organization. Volunteers 
spent 245 hours setting up the Christmas display along the Ohio River front for Christmas, and keeping the 
flowerpot displays along Main Street and surrounding streets flowering from May to frost.  

2nd PLACE:  GFWC/IFC Fayette Co. ESO     

 Members of GFWC Fayette County ESO club spent 2,028 hours doing various crafts, according to the 
members specialties and talents. Some of the crafted items were used as special gifts while most of the items 
were sold at a craft show with the proceeds going to the club to support other club activities. A member 
reported attending high school musical programs and a play before the pandemic ended other events and 
opportunities for more to attend. Another ushered at the local civic theater before its closure due to Covid19, 
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and attendance at Extension Homemakers club meetings were cut short for members for the same pandemic 
reasons. 

3rd  PLACE:   GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend    

  GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend donated $1000.00 to Bethal University's Fine Arts 
Department for scholarships. They also provided a $500.00 scholarship to a music major; this year a violinist, 
who was the State scholarship winner. A member of the club spent 14 hours volunteering as a docent at 
Copshaholm, a house once owned by the Oliver Family; a house now museum in South Bend. 

3rd  PLACE:   GFWC/IFC ESO Regional Readers    

 Ninety percent of the GFWC/IFC ESO Regional Readers contributed money beyond their dues to the 
State Art Scholarship and also to the State Music Scholarship. Members contact local high school counselors 
to explain the scholarships and encourage participation of worthy seniors to enter their talents for these 
$1000.00 scholarships. 

HONORABLE MENTION- GFWC Hearts and Hands 

 The GFWC Heart and Hand Club donated $50.00 to the GFWC Indiana Music Scholarship Fund and 
$50.00 to the GFWC Indiana Art Scholarship Fund.  The Club also sponsored a graduating senior for the 
Music Scholarship. 
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Civic Engagement and Outreach 

Chairperson Evelyn Adams 

1st Place GFWC/IFC Woman’s Club of St. John 

20 Members   10 Projects    119 Hours     In Kind $366.39 

 GFWC/IFC Woman’s Club of St. John saw a message sent out on NEXTDOOR by parents of a 

severely Autistic young man turning 21 who is completely nonverbal.  He had no friends because he had aged 

out of school.  He asked for a birthday procession by “kindhearted “ people  to make it a special day.  Seven 

members of the St. John Club joined the caravan of 100 cars decorated with balloons, taking candy and small 

gifts to the young man.  This club also made 120 “Thinking of your” cards and took them to 2 health care 

facilities in the community.  

1st Place  GFWC/IFC Hearts and Hands Club 

14 Members   4 Projects    23 Hours    Dollars Donated  $300.00   In Kind $915.08 

 GFW/IFC Hearts & Hands Club donated to Mustard Seed of Central Indiana which is a furniture bank.  

They provide furnishings to families coming out of homelessness.  They work with families to determine what 

their needs are, &  what their new home can accommodate.  Families choose appropriate furniture for the new 

home.  All items given are donated by the community.  This club gave $300.00 plus house hold items valued at 

$437.00 

2nd Place GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend 

21 Members     15 Projects   Dollars Donated   $900.00    3985 Hours    In Kind $2,736.41 

 GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend worked with several agencies in various areas including: 

crime prevention.  Crime prevention was working with Dismas House of Indiana in South Bend.  Recidivism 

rate for people leaving incarceration is about 80%.  Dismas House provided programs and housing that brings 

the rate down to about 13%.  This club cooks meals and provides In Kind items for the house.  Since Covid-19 

hit, only those on the board  were allowed to cook in the house.  Three members delivered 7 meals and one 

was able to cook 2 meals for residents.  Members provided monetary donations of $300.00 and spent $991.99 

for items needed as In Kind donations.  One person picked up & delivered 20 pizzas from Little Caesar to the 

house. One member planned and arranged a Zoom meeting with her church & Executive Director to promote 

Dismas for members to consider giving a special offering.  

 

2nd Place GFWC/IFC ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club 

14 Members    7 Projects      154 Hours    In Kind  $252.00 
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 GFWC/IFC Joyce Wargo Reading Club using assembly lines and progressive parties as a guide, used 

these ideas for their virtual sewing workshops.  To continue their efforts to make reusable sanitary napkins and 

liners for girls in Africa, they divided tasks into cutting out, sewing, turning inside out and more sewing.  As 

members completed their tasks, they took them to the next person.  They were able to accomplish this with no 

contact deliveries, keeping safe and healthy.  They contributed 24 sanitary napkins and liners to girls in Africa 

served by Every Child Ministry.  They Spent 24 hours and had In Kind donation of $12.00.  They also donated 

to various Veterans groups a total of $50.00.  One member donated clothing & shoes & household items 

spending 5 hours with In Kind donation of $150.00. 

 

3rd Place  Munster Junior Women’s Club 

39 Members        9 Projects        250 Hours          Dollars Donated $2,516    In Kind $$450.00    

  Munster Junior Women’s Club helped with the NWI Vets Christmas Delivery Program .  The president 

met with 3 men who wanted to do something for veteran’s families in need at Christmas time. The men were 

seeking some help in organizing the program.  22 members spent 129 hours.  Wish lists were drawn up.  The 

understanding was that members would be reimbursed for their shopping.  Budgets were set up based on the 

number of people in the family.  Budgets ranged from $200 - $600. Members were reimbursed quickly. Gifts 

were purchased & wrapped, labeled and brought to the president’s house. 23 families received gifts and some 

Christmas trees & decorations. Over a 3 day period all gifts were loaded in trucks & were delivered. A video 

was made and shared on Facebook bringing offers to help next year. 

3rd Place GFWC/IFC Fayette County ESO Club 

11 Members   6 Projects    35 Hours    Dollars Donated  $275.00    In Kind $1152.00 

 GFWC/IFC Fayette County ESO Club continued efforts on behalf of Soles 4 Souls.  They had a collection box at a 

Tire Store and added their own collections.  One member was collection person who inventoried the shoes and boots, 

rubber banded them as directed by Soles 4 Souls and boxed them for delivery.  She delivered 225 pairs of new and used 

shoes to the collection site.  4 members gave 11 hours and In Kind donation valued at $1125.00.  They also remembered 

adoption of the 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote.  Two members wrote articles about this and one 

made a sash acknowledging Women’s Right to Vote.  Sash was to have been on display at the Annual Convention which 

was not held.  It was sent to National and the National President displayed it in her office during a virtual meeting.  One 

member spent 3 hours making the sash with In Kind donation of $27.00.                                                                                   
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Communications and Public Relations 

Chairperson- Christy Finecy 

 

1St place: GFWC Women’s Club of St. John 

Their report detailed how their 20 members donated S480 in-kind in three (3) projects.  Their projects ranged 

from donating shoes and boots in a shoe drive; updating online communications through the club’s website 

with photos, information on club events, officers and recruiting opportunities, which resulted in 8 prospective 

members this past year; and maintaining a Facebook page with announcements, comments and photos. 

1st place: GFWC/IFC E.S.O. Regional Readers 

The club report showed excellent participation from the members and many ways to communicate and engage 

with the public.  They had 100% participation in 6 out of the 7 projects and donated 129 hours total.  Their 

projects ranged from wearing GFWC logo; sending a letter about the club and GFWC with donations; sharing 

News and Notes with all members; keeping members in the loop with communications from the State 

President and Chairmen; sharing communications from Great Lakes Region with members; keeping all 

members in the know with what’s going on in North West District and encouraging members to attend District 

events; and updating the club Facebook and Terri Lynn fundraising website. 

 

2nd Place: Munster Junior Woman’s Club 

The club reported on four (4) projects.  Their first project was making a new member application so the club 

could assess the strengths, experience, talents and interests of new members.  It also asked how they found 

out about the club and what it is about the club that interests them.  In addition to the application, new 

members are given a Juniors 101 form that spells out the expectations of members like what they should wear 

to low-key club functions and dressy occasions like Chamber of Commerce meetings.  The form also lets them 

know key information about dues, club apparel costs, and fundraisers.  They also reported on their outreach 

efforts like posting events in the Crime Watch newsletter and Facebook, newspaper articles, yard signs, vinyl 

signage and plaques on park benches made from plastic caps collected by club members.  They also made a 

30-minute video about their veterans Christmas shopping event, which was shared with veterans and on 

Facebook. 

2nd Place: GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman’s Club 

The club reported 100% participation in 3 of their 5 projects with a total of 680 hours and $100 in-kind 

donations.  Their projects ranged in scope from collaborating with their local Chamber of Commerce; producing 

a media book to preserve printed records of GFWC, IFC and club activities; writing articles and advertisements 

for local newspapers and social media about upcoming events and donations; and keeping in touch with other 

organizations, such as their local library’s Friends organization, that might help during a club event. 
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3rd Place: GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend 

The club president produces a monthly newsletter detailing upcoming volunteer opportunities and donation 

drives.  It is sent out via e-mail to all the members with e-mail and a hard copy is sent to the one member 

without e-mail.  The club is also on Facebook.  This past year, 12 hours were donated for this project. 

3rd Place: GFWC/IFC Joyce Wargo Reading Club 

The club reported on one (1) project with one (1) member participating with 70 hours and $50 in-kind 

donations.  Every member receives a copy of the club Yearbook detailing what the club is reading and 

reporting on each month, lists their projects, membership, monthly donations and important GFWC and IFC 

information and guidelines.  The same member is also responsible for compiling brochures and programs for 

luncheons; sending letters to various newspapers and members for club publicity; mailing “Get Well” and 

birthday cards to members of their club and others who “just need some sunshine in their lives”; and during the 

pandemic, she produced a monthly e-mail “Staying Connected” to get necessary information out, keep 

members up on what’s happening with other members and she also provides snippets of humor and 

education.  
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Signature Project 

Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness & Prevention 

Chairperson- Barbara Reardon 

 

1st  Place   Munster Junior Women's Club  

Haven House 

Munster Junior Woman’s Club continues to works very closely with Haven House Woman’s Shelter.  Due to 

Covid this year – We did not supply desserts at Thanksgiving time but we have been taking donations to the 

facility.  Many times simply tossing donations over the fence and notifying the employees that we made a drop.  

A few past members and neighbors of members will periodically drop off supplies for Haven House.  Feb – 10 

new coats and towels ($185.00) April – Shampoo, fem. products, and dish soap ($100)  June Cleaning and 

first aid products $85.00) and November new towels ($165.00)  A member selected Haven house as the host 

from Pampered Chef orders so that the shelter would be able to select free kitchen utensils and supplies.  It is 

not uncommon for a member to get a call from LaTonya saying we are in need of …  One call to a Munster 

Junior member – and she is contacting her peeps and supplies come immediately.   Munster Juniors also gave 

a donation of $300.  90 hours 

 

Fair Haven Rape Crisis Center 

This facility provides counseling for victims/survivors of sexual assault.   Members also supported the facility by 

attending and supplying door prizes for their fundraisers. Virtual evens were done this year in place of the 

yearly AGAPE walk due to Covid. 

A donation to Fair Haven Domestic Abuse facility for $300 was made.  

Stitched, Inc.  

Patty Conley (Executive Director) is a past employee of Fair Haven and MJWC has had the opportunity of 

working with her over the years.  When she branched out on her own – we certainly wanted to support her too.  

Stitched Offers emotional, and spiritual healing through individual, and group session education in the 

community from a Christian perspective.  Patty offers sexual assault and survivor counseling – but also offers 

counseling for family issues, Addiction,  Anger, Anxiety, Bullying,  Co-dependency, Depression,  Victims of 

Trauma, …  Many of these other issues stem from their domestic abuse.   

 

 

1st  Place   GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman's Club  
 
 Domestic Violence Awareness Month October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Our club distributes 

domestic violence hotline cards purchased through the Indiana State Medical Association. They are placed in 

various locations throughout our community for anyone in need. Our club members also wear purple ribbons 

without membership pins and the color purple when out during the month of October to raise awareness for 

domestic violence. Members: 14 Hours: 45 In-Kind: $10.00  
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St. Jude's Center for Women Our club continues to donate items throughout the year to the St. Jude Domestic 

Violence Center for Women. Various items from their wish list are collected or purchased and then donated. 

Members: 14 Hours: 15 In-Kind: $30.00  

 GFWC Alerts All of our members stay current with GFWC petition alerts. We all support GFWC and Domestic Violence 

Prevention by staying informed on legislation changes and by signing petitions when deemed necessary. Members: 16 

Hours: 1 

2nd  Place   St John Woman's Club 

Haven House & St. Jude House & Fair Haven Rape Crisis Center Donations 

1. Club members decided to donate items needed by Haven House in Hammond, a 24 hour emergency 

shelter for domestic violence victims and their children. So, in January 2020, 24 towels, 11 sets of sheets, 26 

wash cloths, 50+ books, 30+ Beanie Babies, 12 packages of diapers, as well as many toiletries, hats and 

gloves were delivered to be distributed to residents there.   

2. In addition, ten $10 gas gift cards, along with more Beanie Babies and 30 Dr. Seuss books were 

delivered to St. Jude House in Crown Point, another shelter for women and children (items they had 

requested).  

3. In October members brought underwear, sweatshirts, sweatpants, and socks, to support rape victims at 

a local rape crisis center. This nonprofit exists to facilitate a safe program for women who have experienced 

trauma and sexual violence and is the only one in all Northwest Indiana. Most times their clothing is collected 

as evidence by the police in the emergency room, and replacement items are needed to maintain their dignity 

when leaving the hospital.  

Total donated (raised) money  __$100_______     Total hours donated ______50________ 

Total in-kind donated from members’ _____$1,530_ 

 

2
nd  Place   GFWC Fayette County ESO__ 

_One member was on the board of directors of Genesis of Richmond, Inc., the local domestic violence, and 

sexual assault center.  She reports devoting 12 hours to preparing for and attending board meetings.  Another 

member is very involved in activities at the center and donates both money and items.  A third member is also 

a contributor to Genesis.   Donations were made in membership fees, Spring Fundraiser, Virtual Annual 

Program and auction, and participation in the Wayne County Foundation Challenge Match. 

3 members         devoted 18 hours  $250 in-kind donations     $749 cash donations_____    

 

 

3rd  Place       GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend  

 

In normal conditions, the club holds a bingo party for the residents of our domestic violence shelter, the YWCA. 

Because of the virus, we were not allowed to do this; instead , we delivered 37 pizzas that we received from 

Little Caesar’s as their leftovers from Sunday sales. Usually , they threw them away until one of our members 

discovered this and asked if we could have them to deliver to not-for-profits in the community. In-kind 
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donations total $185.00 and 4 hours. One member donated $50.00 to the YWCA. 
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Education & Libraries 

Chairperson- Kay Spurgeon/ Report completed by M. McCombs 

 

1st PLACE: Munster Junior Woman’s Club 

        This club’s 40 members, reported 7 projects, donated $780, $325 of In-Kind donations and 105 
hours donated.  
Munster Juniors donated $200 to the historical society to support their efforts with all their grade school 

program as well as some new initiatives to capture their local history.  

Pastor is working on a place for healing for children that have been trafficked and/or abused.  There are not 

enough beds for those in need.  Trafficking victims often go back to their abusers as a symptom of their abuse.   

We need to educate people so this can be stopped.  MJWC made a donation of $200 

More than 4,000 students each year participate in one of Dunes Learning Center’s overnight programs at our 

Indiana Dunes National Park campus, but thousands more experience field-based, hands-on learning with 

Dunes Learning Center educators at schools and natural sites throughout the Calumet Region. MJWC made a 

donation of $300 

Munster Juniors have been working with Jim Chancellor for a couple years now to help our Vets.  Northwest 

Indian has one of the largest numbers of homeless Vets in Indiana.  By Junior members asking for sock and 

towel donation from friends, families and our Facebook posting – we can help these Vets.  In January and 

February MWJC member volunteered a weekend a month during our cold season to take care of local vets.  

Vets would take advantage of the free meals, clothes, and offers to help them with anything from counseling 

for post-traumatic stress disorder to temporary housing.  The vets stayed at 1900 W. 41st Ave. in Gary on Jan. 

18-19 and Feb. 22-23.  

In kind donations $325  

      For 21 years now – Munster Juniors have been involved in organizing the Community Readers program at 

James B. Eads Elementary School in Munster, Indiana. During the 2020 monthly meetings – Our members 

were educated from our many speakers.  Learning about these groups and organizations helps us - help 

others.  When you know more you do more for then and can share their mission.   

Who did we learn from: Girls on the Run –Veterans Collection Center, Indiana Dunes Learning Center, Safe 

Coalition – Human Trafficking. 

 

 

1st PLACE: GFWC/IFC Joyce Wargo Reading Club 

This club’s chairman sends letters and applications to eight high schools located in Porter County.  In 2020 we 
received one (1) completed application from a senior planning to enter the nursing profession.  
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Approximately 1300 bookmarks were cut from used greeting cards that members brought to our meetings.  
Edges were trimmed with craft   scissors, holes were punched in each one & a ribbon inserted.  

As an extension of last years Seven Grand Initiatives, our club purchased 11   more Dr. Seuss books to be  
donated to the Valparaiso Boys & Girls Club as part of“ The Reading Across America Project” from March, 
2019. 

Support for the Friends of the Library is exhibited by our club members in a variety of ways, especially by 
volunteering many hours in the Friends of the Valparaiso Sale Room on a weekly basis.  One member serves 
as Secretary on the Executive Board of the Friends & attends monthly Board meetings.  One member serves 
as Coordinator of the Valparaiso Library Sale Room.  Two members volunteer to help organize books on the 
room shelves & assist patrons with locating books for purchase.  One member supervises recruits & arranges 
schedules for the volunteer staff working in the Sale Room.  Our program chairman oversees the Valparaiso 
Library two annual book sales held in March & September, which are open to the community. 

Amid the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, our ladies club found solace and comfort in the community of each 
others company, and in the books we chose to read and review. 

 

Some of the titles are: The Kill Switch, First in Line: Presidents, Vice Presidents and the Pursuit of Power, The 
Answer, Blueberry, and Rooster Bar. 

 

Our readers accumulated a grand total of 9755 points for 275 books read from all genres. 

three members met to assemble the display window, just inside the entrance at the Valparaiso Public Library.  

We have done this in other years in different months. 

The theme for the window is;” READING KEEPS YOU CONNECTED”. 

 

2nd PLACE: GFWC Woman’s Club of St. John 

This clubs 20 members reported 5 projects, raised $600 and $45.00 of In-Kind donations. 
School supplies donations were provided to Campagna Academy, a facility that cares for at-risk local 

kids sent there by the state, and to Lake Station HS, where one of our members is a teacher who 

reported that it is a facility in a low income area where school supplies are sorely needed.  

Lincoln Elementary School, Cedar Lake, reached out to us with the need for bottled water since 

children were having in class education, but they sealed off all water fountains. 10 Cases with 50 



 

14 

 

 

bottles in each case were given to the school.  

Food Stamps cannot be used for anything but food, so $200 for school supplies was donated to the St. 

John Township Community Center. They advised our club that there was a severe need for these items 

for kids since the Lake Central School Corporation was holding a hybrid program to keep the children in 

school.  In addition, one of our members donated 15 children’s books to be distributed to the 

youngsters participating in the “See Santa” event there.  

One of our members is a teacher in a low-income high school/middle school in Lake Station, IN. Since 

families are on extremely limited incomes many cannot afford school supplies, and there are no 

organizations in that area that provide items/donations to these upper classes.  The school principal 

there was especially appreciative.  With a $250 donation paper, notebooks, pens, pencils, scissors, 

folders, markers, and so on were provided. 

Two of our homebound members crafted 200 bookmarks using greeting cards and other decorative items to the library. We 

received a thank you message from the Library manager expressing their appreciation and how extremely popular they 

were with the children.  In fact, all bookmarks have been taken and these two members are now in the process of designing 

and making even more. 

2nd PLACE: GFWC Fayette County ESO 

This clubs 11 members reported 7 projects, raised $1310 and $469.00 of In-Kind donations. 
To honor Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we contacted a local elementary school to see if they had any needs.  We 

learned that the school nurse needed funds for her room.  She stocks sweatpants and sweatshirts and other 

clothing for when it is needed during the day.  She also keeps other items that are not provided by the school.  

We send $100 for the school nurse to use at her discretion. 

One member purchased a book in memory of our second-most prolific reader. We continue to award a $200 

scholarship to a graduating senior from the local high school. Our members collected 49 Dr. Seuss books and 

donated them to several elementary schools. 

One member served as the state ESO Chairman and Administrator She receives reports from readers, tallies 

their number of books read and points earned.  She then figures the number of certificates earned and mails 

them. She also had 50 copies of the 2020 Reading List printed in anticipation of the 2020 Convention.  Those 

were distributed as well as emailed. 

One member contributed $100 to Every Child Can Read.  Others donated a total of $376 to the local high school, $124 to the Junior 

High, $40 to the St. Labra Indian School, $20 to Boys Town, and $100 to the County Soccer Program for youth.  Another donated 

$200 to the Richmond Friend’s School.  (It is a club-sponsored program that encourages members to support all schools.) 

 

3rd PLACE: Eggleston Club 

This clubs 20 members reported 5 projects, raised $3825.00 and donated 202 hours. 
Poetry and Essay Contest: Each year for many years we have sponsored the Poetry and Essay Contest in our 

school system. This year we had three local winners whose work was sent to the State. Our scholarship 

committee recognizes each winner at our April meeting with a certificate, a monetary prize and a member 

donating a pen and journal, and then the committee has the entries published in our local newspaper. The 

monetary donation is a gift from a member in memory of her sister. The committee spends 10 hours on 

publicity, having judging done and working on recognition of the youth. 

Junior Historical Society: A very active member of Eggleston Club and school teacher/administrator lost her life 
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to cancer this year. To honor her, Eggleston Club made a donation to the High School Jr. Historical Society. 

Also, members added their contributions to this memorial in honor of Dr. Elizabeth Jones. Three hours of 

administrative duties and $250.00 completed our gift to the group.  

Christian Education: Close to half of the members of Eggleston Club are involved in their local churches: 

teaching, leading singing, playing instruments, developing curriculum,being officers and doing duties entailed, 

or  helping with special programs. Those reporting estimated they have spent over 160 hours and $3300.00 

keeping programs going, very often virtually. 

Youth Education Activities: One member is a 4-H leader and spent only 13 hours with young people this year, 

due to cancellation of the fair, and meetings. Usually several others help with working at booths at the fair, 

helping with the auction and group project meetings. In another activity, a member volunteers to go to 

classrooms and presents a five day program about wise decision making and making good choices about 

personal goals. Due to cancellation of school this program was limited to 15 hours. 

3rd PLACE: GFWC/IFCLowell Woman’s Club 

Our club donated to the IFC Arts & Music scholarships to help contribute to the two $1,000 scholarships given 

each year to graduating seniors in the arts field.Our club members collect and donate Box Tops for Education 

and Campbell's Soup labels to our local schools. This “extra” income earned by the donations goes into a fund 

to purchase things for the school that do not fit into the school districts budget. 

During the school year our club saves receipts from our local grocery store for Apples for the students. Every 

dollar spent earns a point towards earning Free Educational Equipment. Our club members save receipts and 

ask family and friends to save theirs so that we can submit them to our local, participating, schools.Our club 

helped our local library and two surrounding libraries celebrate the Birthday of the one and only Dr. Seuss. Our 

club purchased Dr. Seuss books that were donated to the libraries and that were given away as door prizes to 

the kids that participated. Dr. Seuss hats and goody bags were given away to ever child in attendance. Our 

club also secured a donation from Family Express of cookies for each child in attendance at all three libraries. 

Club members helped set up tables, decorate, and set up and hand-out crafts and snacks. Members also 

helped out the children during craft-time and helped clean up when we were all done celebrating. Two of our 

members also each read a Dr. Seuss book to the children. 

 

 

HONORABLE MENTION: Progress Club of South Bend 

This club’s 21 members reported 2 projects donating $200, and logged in 3398.5 hours. 
 

One member builds Braille books. She also works with High school aged students to teach them how to do 

this. She spent 92 hours building the books and 9.5 hours teaching students how to do this for a total of 101.5 

hours. She also donated $200.00 to the Braille Institute in Yucarpa, CA. The club has an adjunct book club that 

meets once a month. It met for 11 months discussing the book for that month or maybe two books. (22 hours) 

300 book for 3275 hours. 
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HONORABLE MENTION: GFWC/IFC ESO Regional Readers 

This club’s 9 members reported 3 projects donating $39, and $45 of Ib-Kind donations, and logged in 
15 hours. 
Our club contacts local High School counselors and asks them to notify their seniors that those interested in a 

career in the nursing field are eligible for our District Nurses Scholarship. As part of our membership our club 

members voted to send $4.00 per member to support the Nurse’s Scholarship fund. 

Some of our members are active as “Friends of the Library”.  They receive monthly bulletins and updates from 

the Libraries main branch, which alerts them of upcoming events and ways they can support Book Drives. 

When a member purchases the books from Amazon or bookstores, they share the books with the members of 

the club.  Once the books have been circulated within the club they are donated to local libraries and the 

libraries of senior living centers.  

We report the book titles, the author, number of books as well total pages.  At our State Convention those who 

reported to the Chairman receive certificates.  Because this was a year that many of us had plenty of time to 

read and report.  Each year, at our State Convention the ESO Chairman distributes a new list of recommended 

books.  Our Club President shares the list with all the members.  
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Enviroment  

Chairperson-Kimberly Meyer 

 

1st Place – GFWC Munster Junior Woman’s Club 

GFWC Munster Juniors had projects that kept trash from the landfills.  This club collected over 400 pounds of 

caps that will be turned into seating benches at their area high school. Members collected and assisted in the 

organizing of the collection.  When the high school was not able to store all the caps, the club worked to find 

storage until the high school could take them.  Multiple benches will bear the club’s name on them. The club 

also collected plastic bags to make “plarn” and crochet it into mats for the homeless.  Members engaged a 

variety of citizens to collect and cut the bags, and they took the project to the next level by teaching others how 

to make the mats.  This club also collected mascara wands for Wands for Wildlife, where the wands will be 

used to remove fly eggs and larva from the fur and feathers of wild animals.  Members collected pop tabs for St 

Jude, and they collected aluminum cans to sell to help with their treasury.  

1st Place – GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman’s Club 

This club participated in their local Hazardous Waste pickup by raising awareness of the program and 
gathering items from others to dispose correctly.  They also maintain a membership with the Lake County Soil 
& Water Conservation District, and they dispense literature and volunteer for projects.  The club made 
donations to The National Wildlife Federation, which is the nation’s largest private, nonprofit conservation 
education and advocacy organization. All of the members recycle, work to reduce waste, and re-purpose card 
fronts and canceled stamps for different projects.  The club also maintained a flower garden at a local 
neighborhood park. 

 

2nd Place – GFWC Women’s Club of St John 

Members have worked to keep trash out of the landfill and find uses for the materials.  The club collected 9 

pounds of pop tables to give to the Ronald McDonald House, and they collected about 100 pill bottles for 

recycling with the St John Police Department.  This club did a nice job working with another club with 2 

projects.  They collected plastic bags and make plastic yarn for the making of 5 mats for the homeless.  This 

club also collected bottle caps that will be used to make Buddy Benches. 

 

2nd Place -  GFWC/ESO IFC Joyce Wargo Reading Club 

Members followed the practice of reduce, reuse, recycle in nearly every one of their projects.  They used 

leftover and donated fabric to make reusable sanitary napkins for girls n Africa, and they made face masks.  

Members saved cancelled stamps to donate to the Postal History Foundation for use in schools, saved plastic 

bottle caps to donate to the Vietnam Veterans to use in making benches, and collected pop tabs for Riley 

Hospital. 

3rd Place – GFWC Fayette County ESO 

Club members were responsible for planning 24 trees from the Arbor Day Society.  Club members participate 

in a community-wide aluminum call collection with proceeds going to the American Cancer Society. Members 
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also support their local humane society with donations, support the National Wildlife Federation, World Wildlife 

Foundation, and the Galapogos Island Foundation.  A member is active in Climate Change issues.  A member 

supports the COPE Environmental Center that is a “Living Building”.  COPE also collects plastic caps to 

recycle into benches.  All club members recycle. 
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Fudraising 

Chairperson-Marianne McCombs 

1st PLACE:Munster Jr. Woman’s Club 

This club’s 40 members raised $11,174 donating 601 hours and in-kind 
donations of $200. 
Mardi Bra Bunco 
Mardi Bra Bunco was held on January 31, 2020. Our most popular fundraising event, the dice 
game is played at tables of 4 and involves moving around enabling our guests to meet new 
people and make new friends. Held again at the Casa Maria Banquet in Dyer, Indiana, Bunco 
includes the dice game, dinner, open well bar and homemade desserts made by our members. 
 Tickets were sold for $41 each and included an early bird discount. We used the tickets to 
collect information on our attendees and add them to our mailing list for future events. 
Our theme this year was to support awareness of breast cancer and we had special sashes 
made for breast cancer survivors and those currently fighting breast cancer. Many attendees 
had fun with the theme and wore their bras on top of their clothes. We also passed out beads 
at the door to make the event fun for our attendees and to carry on the theme. 
We asked our guests to donate women’s hygiene products and undergarments to be donated to 
the Sojourner Truth House, a women’s shelter in Gary. A representative from Sojourner Truth 
House also spoke briefly at the event and thanked everyone for the donations. Those guests 
that made a donation were entered into a special drawing to win a basket valued at over $80. 
We collected 103 bras, 115 feminine napkins, 67 boxes of tampons, and over 200 other 
miscellaneous items like, lotion, personal care wipes and socks. 
In addition to the game itself, guests were able to bid on 10 silent auction items and over 15 
raffle baskets. All items were donated by local businesses in NWI or by members of the club. 
We also have a 50/50 raffle that reached over $1,000! We use the proceeds for 50/50 to send 
an area veteran on an Honor Flight. 
All on top of all of this fun, we also play small games in between Bunco that gives people a 
chance to stand up and always provides great laughter and enjoyment. We also raffle off door 
prizes, $5 gift cards to area business that were donated by MJWC Members, in between 
games. Even a Bra pong game was displayed, and guests enjoy playing this game. 5 
decorated bras were displayed on a board and guests tossed ping pong balls into the bra cups 
for assorted points!! FUN, FUN! Further, we provide prizes at the end of the game for 
highest score, most buncos and the lowest score. The lowest score, known affectionately as 
the Boobie prize, had special meaning this year as we awarded that guest with a mammogram. 
 This event was once again sold out, as our guests look forward to it every year. 
This club also sold gourmet popcorn to it’s members for a profit of $432. They also sold 
coupons for Lou Malnati’s 9” pizzas. They advertised on social media and were able to raise 
$1,175 for the club. 
In Highland Indiana is a Schoops Hamburger restaurant. They held an all day fundraiser on 
November 12th for American Veterans Collection. $10 of the sale went to the organization 
and their Christmas gift program for 2020. They raised $250. 
 

1st PLACE: GFWC/IFC ESO Regional Readers  

This club’s 9 members donated 161 hours with 3 projects and raised $835.40. 

This club held a cookie walk selling over 80 pounds of cookies for $10 per pound.  Because of the plague 
hitting us many other churches and organizations did not host their normal cookie walks. Taking advantage of 
that fact this club was able to hold the cookie walk in one of the members heated garage and getting those 



 

20 

 

 

customers that otherwise would have ordered from a different place.  The cookie walk was advertised on 
Facebook on several different pages. Customers were encouraged to place their orders via Messenger and 
Text and email. There were over 24 different types of cookies baked along with fudge and nut rolls. They 
admitted only one person at a time and masks and other PPE were mandatory and there was hand sanitizer 
available to everyone who entered. The customer chose which cookies they wanted and one of our members 
wearing gloves and masks placed the cookies in a styrofoam container. The cookie walk was held over a two 
day weekend. After expenses the cookie walk netted $632. 
This club also raised their due to $50 so that they could give more to the State scholarships, the District Nurses 
scholarships and Rileys Children’s hospital.  
They also sold Terri Lynn candies, making $23.40. 
In total this club raised $835.40. 
 
2nd PLACE: Progress Club of South Bend. 
This club’s 21 members had 1 project for 8 hours and raised $597. 
This club sold Terri Lynn nuts and candies raising $597       
 
2nd PLACE: GFWC Fayette County ESO 

This club’s 11 members donated 23 hours with 3 projects and raised $484.66. This club raised monies selling 

Terri Lynn and Flower Power products. They set a goal of $200 for their annual scholarship. They sold plants 

and candy through word of mouth and through the website of Terri Lynn and Flower Power. They did a great 

job just through word of mouth that they received much more than the $200 goal they set for themselves.  

One member is a Mary Kay consultant and took orders for products and gave the profits to the club.  She even 

offered to gift wrap them for the customers. She delivered the orders as well!  Maybe I will order from her next 

time, it’s quit a ride to my house from hers though!;)        

3rd PLACE: Hearts and Hands  

This club’s 11 members had 1 project donating 10 hours and raised $256 

This club partnered with a member of one of our Jr. Clubs and held a Pampered Chef party. They sold to 

friends and and of course themselves. They were able to raise $256.       

HONORABLE MENTION: GFWC/IFC Joyce Wargo ESO. 

This club’s 14 members raised $68 with one project. 

This club shared the books they love charging a minimal amount for each book or magazine donated. Any item 

not purchased were donated to the library. 

 

HONORABLE MENTION: Lowell Woman’s Club 

This club’s 14 members donated 5 hours raising $25. They make eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 

foundation donated 0.5% of the purchase price of the sales to the club.  
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Health and Wellness 

Chairman- Norma Cox 
1st Place-Munster Junior Woman's Club 

This club earned first place by reaching diverse groups in their community in need of support either by funding 

or service hours. Club members participated in the Red Cross Blood Drive by registering and checking in 

donors, two clubmembers who are nurses taught CPR classes. Another club project was created to serve 

homeless persons in downtown Chicago. Mats made from plastic bags were created by members. These were 

taken in a van with six member, cases of peanut butter, applesauce, fruit cups, granola bars, and peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches to distribute. They distributed food to homeless persons as they drove through Chicago, 

then reached Tent City and gave supplies to ones living there also. One member served as a Salvation Army 

Bell Ringer, and nine members drive as needed for Meals on Wheels.Funds were also donated by the club. 

Ten members volunteered for Phil's Friends Cancer pick me up. They helped with boxing items that were sent 

out over the United States on January 18. The club donated fuzzy blankets and puzzle books to the project. 

The club donated funds to Cystic Fibrosis in honor of a former member whose children have been victims of 

the disease. Club members were very generous to four legged furry friends! Monetary support was given to All 

Breeds Rescue Angels, Feline Community Network in Hobart, 2X2 Rescue and Whiting Animal Shelter 

received donations from the club. The St Joseph Carmelita Home, an orphanage for children of all ages 

received a donation from the club. The Sisters offer emergency shelter, care,teen Mom and baby care and 

residential care. 

Members  40    Projects 12      Donations 2100.00    Hours 578         In kind 200.00 

1st PLACE  GFWC/IFC ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club 

 
The local food pantry does not receive any government support, it relies on the community to provide the food and money 

needed to help these people. Because of this, every member of our club has made it a priority to help. This year, as a 

club, we donated 56 food items and $544 in monetary donations. 

Too many of our nursing home residents have been isolated from their loved ones and the rest of the world this year. A 
local florist sponsors an Elder Tree and we were able to provide a woman with some gifts that she wanted.  A baby doll, 
hair accessories, and scented shower gel. 

PADS – Public Action to Deliver Shelter is another community service to help the homeless. It is organized through New 

Creations Men’s Center, a program to help homeless men become self-sufficient. Members have been able to support the 

men by donating supplies and food to the New Creations Men’s Center. 

With budget cuts affecting the daily operations of many shelters, members voted to donate items based on a “wish list” 

provided by the shelter.  Donations included cat liter, towels, throws, cat/dog food, treats, and cat/dog toys.  A monetary 

donation of  $20 was made to the Porter Count Shelter, as well as $25 made to Hobart Humane Society. 

Members  14    Projects 10      Donations 619.00    Hours 341         In kind 2106.00 
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2nd Place-Eggleston Club 

Club members served at the community food pantry, helping at supper sites and food service outreach. They 

provided paper supplies for the pantry. Members provided accomodations for the Red Cross Blood Drives, 

One member provided food and gas to transport a veteran to Cleveland Clinic Transplant Home Three 

members joined a Giving Circle, an organization which supplies milk money to school children when needed 

and funds for families who have lost homes to fires. Members donated 50 ppe masks sewn by clubwomen. 

Members 20   Projects 6     Donations  686.00   Hours 767      In Kind 780.00 

2nd PLACE  Lowell Woman’s Club 

This club had 10 projects using 1001 hours, $800 donated and $4,300 of In-Kind donations. 

The Lowell Woman's Club was able to sponsor a blood drive this year. The blood drive requires two shifts of workers, 

each consisting of two volunteers. 

Members gathered items of food, litter, treats, and toys to be donated to shelters that were giving away pet supplies to 

people who were out of work due to the pandemic. 

Our club members help organize and set up the toys for distribution day. The toys must be sorted by gender and age 

groups for the upcoming distribution. Members assist parents to choose toys for their little ones. Other members also 

donate toys to the cause. 

As an annual Christmas project, our club donated 9 Baking Baskets to our local trustees office for families in need. The 

baskets contained every ingredient to make several different kinds of cookies. In the baskets we included: brown sugar, 

granulated sugar, self-rising flour, vanilla, sprinkles, frosting, 

chocolate chips, spatulas, cookie cutters, oven mitts, and cookie sheets, plus a $5 grocery gift card to purchase eggs and 

butter. With each basket we also include a card wishing the families a happy holiday with recipe cards included and 

they're each wrapped with a handmade bow by our club members. Our club donated $275.00 to a local cafe for meals to 

be made, packaged, donated, and delivered to the elderly in our local community. Another member also donated her time 

by helping to deliver the meal 

Our club members gathered and donated items such as small packs of tissues, books, puzzle books, card games, colored 

pencils, coloring books, notebooks, and small toys to Miles of Many Smiles. This is an organization that was created to 

help emergency personnel bring smiles and joy to children of all ages during a traumatic event with what has been 

dubbed as “Smile Bags.” Our club also got to listen to Miles of Many Smiles founder Addison Brown speak about her 

project and the way her “Smile Bags” help children cope at during difficult times 

Members 14   Projects 10     Donations  800.00   Hours 1001      In Kind 4300.00 

 

3rd Place Progress Club of South Bend 

One club member provided care for a child with Brittle Bone Disease. 

Members 21  Projects 1   Hours 1448 

Honorable Mention- GFWC Womens Club of St. John 

The club member provided snacks for medical personnel working at Mercy Hospital, one member is an ICU nurse and 

reported that the fruit and cookies were very appreciated. Club members made one hundred heart shaped comfort 

pillows for Pink Ribbon Society,which serves breast cancer patients. They also donated funds to the organization. 
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Club members 20  Projects 2  Hours 120  Donations 2100.00  In Kind 171.27 

 

3rd  PLACE  GFWC Fayette Co ESO 

This club had 5 projects, with 106 hours, $2500 in donations and $50 of In-Kind donations. 
One member purchased fabric masks for all members to wear when we are able to meet and when we represent our club.  

They are red or blue and have the GFWC emblem embroidered. 

Members support the American Cancer Society.  One asked for donations to the ACS for her birthday on her Facebook 

page. 

Members support the Guiding Eyes for the Blind, the Heart Association, ALS, and many other non-profits 

One member is a volunteer at the local hospital.  She served for 44 hours until the program was paused due to the 

pandemic.  She looks forward to being able to go back. 

Club members 11  Projects 5  Hours 106  Donations 2500.00  In Kind 50.00 

Honorable Mention- St. John Woman’s Club 

Club Members-20  Projects 2  hours 120   money raised  $2100   In-Kind donations $171.27 
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Junior Special Projects Advocates for Children  

Chairperson- Theresa Weakland 
  

 

 

1st Place:  GFWC/IFC Munster Junior Woman’s Club  

 

The hard-working Juniors served 560 5th graders in the town of Munster by making yarn necklaces and 
participating in the annual Snowflurry event, ran and developed by the Munster Police Department.  Their 120 
hours shows true commitment to local children. 
 
Their fundraising efforts allowed them to give $2,100 to organizations including, Girls on the Run, Down 
Syndrome NWI, True North Stables, Exceptional Equestrians Unlimited, Sharing Meadows, Camp Millhouse, 
Watts Backpack Program, and the Shop with a Cop Program at the Munster Police Department.  These 
programs serve children of various needs, including health issues, mental challenges, and those in low income 
families.   

 
1st Place:  GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman’s Club 
The generous ladies of Lowell Woman’s Club donated new baby clothes, maternity clothes, bottles, etc. to a 
local maternity home, Mommy’s Haven.  In lieu of a Christmas exchange they collected 20 new and used 
coats, and hats and scarves for local churches and shelters to distribute.  Just these two projects amounted to 
$850 in-kind. 
 

Every month the club secretary calls the local trustee’s office to understand the greatest needs in their food 

pantry, while a different member each month does the shopping and the delivering.  This project totaled $400 

in-kind and $40 

 
2nd Place:  GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend 

 

The ladies in the Progress Club of South Bend are being proactive in preventing violence by donating$250 to 
the SAFE program, a Goodwill Violence Intervention initiative.  The GVI is a grass roots program, created to 
teach awareness and prevent violence. 
 
The club is also a liaison between a resale shop marketing to young people and the GVI.  They move unsold 
name-brand and designer clothing from the shop to the GVI, which distributes the clothing to young people in 
need.  This year it amounted to 71 bags or $500 worth. 
 

 

 

 

2nd Place:  GFWC Hearts and Hands 

For the first three months of 2020, the Hearts and Hands members provided snacks for the Boys & Girls Club 

of Noblesville, Indiana.  Their $660 in-kind donation served 48 children, providing them food for the weekend 

until they are back in school or at the program. 

They also donated $418 in in-kind of coats, pajamas, and clothing for Children Specialized Alternative for 

Families & Youth (SAFY), a therapeutic foster care company. 
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3rd Place:  Women’s Club of St. John 

The Women’s Club of St. John showed their affection to the children at Campagna Academy, a facility for 

children at risk, by making Valentine’s Day cards, birthday cards, and locker decorations for the birthday kids.  

At Christmas time they donated snacks, small gifts, and gift cards for the young residents, totaling $400 in-

kind. 

 

3rd Place:  GFWC/IFC E.S.O. Regional Readers 

One can always count on the ESO Regional Readers to support Riley’s Children’s Hospital Parent Care 

Program.  Each member adds $2 to their dues to support Riley’s, totaling $16. 
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Leadership 

Carol Govert-Moreno- Chairperson 

 

1st PLACE: Munster Junior Women’s Club 

Munster Junior Women’s is diversified, sitting on many other community boards, most of which are 
non-profit. 
 
1st PLACE: GFWC Hearts and Hands   

As a small club, many hours are donated at the State, District and Region Club levels, which is very important 

to our maintenance and function of GFWC 

 

2nd PLACE: GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend 
Progress Club holds IFC offices and also holds offices in their community. Leadership is very important in 

order to lead these community offices 

 

2nd PLACE: GFWC/IFC ESO Regional Readers 

GFWC members in this club are also very involved in the State, District and Region Club levels 

 

3rd  PLACE: Eggleston Club 
This club spends their leadership hours in their local club and district club as secretary and Vice President.  
 

3rd  PLACE: Lowell Women’s Club 

Lowell spends many leadership hours in area improvements. They continue to grow as a club. 
 
Honorable Mention: GFWC Women’s Club of St. John 
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Legislation and Public Policy 

Chairman Peggy Lykins-Report given by Marianne McCombs 

 
 
1st Place- Munster Junior Woman’s Club 

This Clubs 40 members had 3 projects and spent 24 hours in service. 

We attend town council meetings – (This year ZOOM Meetings), we are attending meeting about the new train 

coming into our town.  (10 hours) 

Members on the Choice Council have helped in Munster Night out Against Crime for many years and were so 

happy with this years’ award.  The  Munster Police Department  was  awarded  with the National  Night Out  

Cup from the National Association of Town Watch after  Munster  was ranked as the No. 1 National  Night 

Out  Against Crime event in 2020 for the 15,000-50,000 population category. 

Members of our club work the voting polls at election time. 

 
1st Place- Lowell Woman’s Club  

This club’s 14 members had 3 projects using 461 hous and spent $190.00 
We take every opportunity to encourage women to vote in every election from school and local boards, to 
presidency. Several of our members work on the election boards and serve in many different capacities.This 
year the 19th Amendment turned 100 and our club gathered memorabilia, books on the Women's Suffrage 
movement, and local voting information. We then decorated our local libraries display case to honor the 
Women's Suffrage movement 

 
Several members of our club members attend local town hall meetings, school board meetings, and other 

community meetings to keep up to date with the politics being discussed within our community. 

Members of our club stay informed of the current public policies by using the GFWC.org website. Members use 

the Take Action link and stay informed about new legislative issues. We have also all signed up to keep 

ourselves informed about how our legislators are voting. This year, members have signed numerous petitions. 

Some of the petitions we signed involved animal abuse, increasing funding for domestic abuse, equal pay for 

work, helping veterans get their benefits, and the Victims of Crimes Act among others. A few members also 

donated money towards these causes to spread awareness. 

 

2nd Place- Progress Club of South Bend 

This clubs 21 members spent 1.5 hours on 2 projects 

5 members participated in the GFWC legislation alerts and 1 member wrote  

letters to both Indiana Senators (Braun and Young) about Post Office legislation. 
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2nd Place-GFWC/IFC ESO Regional Readers 

This clubs 9 members had 1 project and used 8 hours on this project. 

Club members are encouraged to participate in GFWC Legislative Action campaign.  To insure that this 

is done, our President forwards all the emails she receives from GFWC and she encourages members 

to sign petitions or send messages to local legislation to pass laws regarding the stopping of human 

trafficking of woman and children, stopping domestic violence and the many issues involving saving the 

environment.  For those who do not have email, information is given on how they can write their own 

letters. 

3rd Place- Fayette County ESO 

This Clubs 11 members had 1 project and spent 4 hours 

2 members are enrolled in the Legislative Alerts.  They have also contacted their legislators on additional 

issues.  Before making the contacts, they read pertinent materials so they could make informed statements.  

Some issues they have advocated for are: Equal Rights, Canine Companions Advocacy, Funding Parks & 

Recreation, Delivering for America, Racial Justice and Land and Water Issues.  Another member reported 

making several phone calls and sending emails to her legislators concerning the 2020 Election. 
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Membership 

Chairman-Lucy Devine 

1st PLACE : GFWC Munster Junior Woman’s Club 

This club of 40 members had 5 projects that required 26 Volunteer hours  

The club is always posting what they are doing on the club Facebook page and encouraging new members to 

join them.  Any activity the club does is posted on their private and public Facebook pages and also on “What’s 

up In Munster”.    Leading by example and asking other to “Help us – Help others” is the club tag line.  Interest 

in the club was being generated.  However, due to Covid-19 potential new members have been waiting until 

this crazy time is over.  The club did manage to have 2 former club members rejoin.   

 

Members always wear their club shirts, with the club name on them, to events and just around town to start a 

conversation about the club.   

 

January 14, 2020 the club hosted a get to know us night at Johnny’s Tap, a local pub in Munster, at their Trivia 

Night. They posted it on their two Facebook sites and invited friends.  Eight members and 1 member’s 

daughter attended; they are still trying to recruit the daughter!  The club is always on the lookout for new and 

younger members 

 

The first of every month club member birthdays are posted on the clubs Facebook page and when they can 

gather in person, they celebrate the birthdays at monthly meetings.  Currently they are doing this virtually at 

Zoom meetings. 

 

An event to see a local baseball team (Railcat’s) was scheduled as a club outing and recruiting night. However, 

after rescheduling it two times due to Covid-19 they had to cancel the event.   

 

1st PLACE : GFWC Hearts and Hands   

This club of 11 members had 3 projects that required 12 Volunteer hours.  

Despite the restriction brought on by the COVID-19 Pandemic, this club continued to meet monthly via Zoom. 

During the year they were able to keep some projects going, have a fundraiser, and keep up with GWFC 

happenings. 

In the fall of 2020, they were happy to welcome a new member who moved to their area and had been a 

member of GFWC Alabama. One club member kept in touch with her over the summer and invited her to join 

them in the September Zoom meeting. Although it is tough getting to know a new member by way of Zoom 

meetings, they were glad to have her join them. 

The club has a Facebook page along with group text messages that they use to engage members and inform 

them about club happenings. They found many ways of keeping in touch and engaging members using these 

methods. 

2nd PLACE : GFWC/IFC Progress Club of South Bend 

This club of 21 members had 3 projects that required 24 volunteer hours and $58.76 In-kind donations from 

members on these projects. 

The club turned 125 years old in May 2020.  A big celebration with a tea, guest speaker and a tour of a church 
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that one of their founders built and attended was planned, but Covid-19 interfered.  Everything was closed to 

large gatherings, so in October the club held a “take home” tea meeting.  They had a speaker at the meeting 

and each attendee took home a box containing a scone, teacup and saucer, a teaspoon, tea bag, napkin and a 

bookmark with the GFWC Collect on it. The club president shared how the club began and how they were a 

part of a larger international group called GFWC.   

Because gatherings are limited in size the club corresponding secretary sends out emails to all the members 

so they can make reservations for the meetings.  If a member does not reply, the secretary calls them.  She 

also sends birthday and get-well cards.  

At one of their meetings a guest speaker was so impressed with what the club and GFWC does she joined the 

club and the club was able to add a new member during the pandemic. 

The club has a trifold that they hand out to prospective members and are considering making a video about the 

club which they hope will take place in 2021.  

2nd PLACE : GFWC/IFC Lowell Woman’s Club 

This club of 14 members had 7 projects that required 991 Volunteer hours and $100.00 spent on these 

projects. 

The club would promote membership by wearing GFWC merchandise and clothing at all their events and 

meetings, making sure to display GFWC and the club name when they were at town events. 

To attract new members the club made business cards, magnets, leaflets and trifolds as well as pens with the 

club contact information.  These were handed out to potentially new members attending their meetings or 

outside events. 

They held Zoom meetings and were able to attend a socially distanced meal at a local restaurant.  They held 

drive-by greetings when dropping off donations for Club collection drives. 

Cards were sent to members for birthdays, get well, sympathy and thank you notes.  On some occasions 

flowers were sent. 

The club president, vice president and secretary worked on a year book that contained club member contact 

information, the Collect and Pledge of Allegiance, copies of the clubs tri-fold and leaflet, events for the year, 

the clubs tax exempt certificate and a brief history of the clubs which was founded in 1916.  

GFWC News and Notes as well as the GFWC magazine is shared with members  

Membership -continued 

3rd PLACE : GFWC Women’s Club of St. John 

This club of 20 members had 2 projects and $60.00 In-kind donations from members for these projects. 

At the club’s February 2020 meeting, after investigating various ways to advertise two members made 

a presentation of the benefits of joining GFWC, to local women. They discussed how St. John is a 

growing town with lots of opportunity for women to offer their time and talents to the community and the 

importance of continually updating the clubs website, including a tri-fold in the welcome packages that 

new resident receive and entering events on the club Facebook page. They also reminded club 

members to promote the accomplishments and comradery of the group. One member offered a 

presentation on the history of the GFWC Women’s Club of St. John, and it’s being established in 1960. 

This was followed by a celebration of the 60 year anniversary with a specially decorated sheet cake and 
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refreshments.  

 

Women’s History and Resource Center 

Chairperson- Lucy Devine 

1st PLACE GFWC Lowell Woman’s Club 

This club reported two projects completed by their 14 members.  They included a total of $125.00 in donations 

in 31 Volunteer Hours 

In the past they would have celebrated Federation Day at a club meeting with members discussing how the 

club had done projects in the 100 year history of the club.  Due to Covid-19 they had to find a new way. Some 

members participated in a Virtual meeting, sharing what they had heard from members by way of emails and 

phone calls.  During the gathering the members voted to donate $100.00 to a Special Project, like books to the 

local library or support of a local home for unwed mothers.  

The club also had budgeted for a donation to the State for $25.00 that would be added with other club 

donations and sent to GFWC for the GFWC Campaign for the Future.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


